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Dear Parent/Guardian:
Our records indicate you have a child about to enter the 6th grade.  We wanted to take 
this opportunity to remind you about an immunization requirement that affects all 
students entering 6th grade on or after the 2008-09 school year.  

The rule states that a booster dose of Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis) vaccine 
is required for all children attending public school who are entering the 6th grade 
on or after August 1, 2008, if five years or more have passed since their last dose 
of tetanus/diphtheria toxoid.  

Students not attending public school, (i.e., private, home-school, non-traditional schools) 
who are 12 years of age on or after August 1, 2008, are required to receive one booster 
dose of Tdap vaccine, if five years or more have passed since their last dose of tetanus/
diphtheria toxoid.  

Please contact your health care provider or local health department to schedule an 
appointment to receive this vaccine. There are two additional vaccines recommended 
for adolescents that you may want your child to receive:  human papillomavirus (HPV) 
and meningococcal disease.  These vaccines are not required for school entry, but are 
recommended for adolescents.  When you schedule your child’s appointment to receive 
the Tdap vaccine, let your health care provider know if you are interested in vaccinating 
your child against these other diseases, as well.

Your child will need to bring proof of vaccination to the school on the first day of 
6th grade.  Acceptable proof of vaccination is a copy of the child’s Certificate of 
Immunization.  

Do not delay!  Make sure your child is up-to-date on his/her immunizations prior 
to the start of the 6th grade school year!  

Sincerely, 
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